Aspergillosis in patients treated with monoclonal antibodies.
Invasive aspergillosis is a disease typically related with prolonged neutropenia or the use of corticosteroids. However, the increased use of new therapeutic modalities such as biologic agents that act by blocking specific immune pathways have put more patients at risk for invasive aspergillosis. Most cases of aspergillosis in patients taking monoclonal antibodies have been associated with the use of tumour necrosis factor (TNF)-alpha blockers. However, many more drugs have been implicated, including interleukin-2 inhibitors, and CD52 and CD20 blockers. In this manuscript we review the pathophysiology associated with an increased risk for aspergillosis in these patients, in addition to diagnostic and therapeutic considerations.